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overwhelmed the arms of Austria. On the fatal field of Dornach, July 24,1499, Henry of Furstenberg, a Count of the Empire, fell with four thousand of his best soldiers after a most gallant fight, when the Swiss, in smaller force, put the imperial army to hopeless flight, with the loss of their artillery and banners.
Pirkheimer, the companion in misfortune of his lord, declares that " in the midst of irreparable disaster, he never saw the slightest sign of perturbation in Maximilian/' He faced his losses bravely, but he could not turn the tide of fortune or instil his spirit into his army. He retreated for a time to his castle of Lindau, until in September he was persuaded by his friends in Italy, especially Lodovico of Milan, to sign the Peace of Basel, which made the Swiss practically independent, although they remained nominally subject to the Empire.
It is possible that on this occasion, as on so many others, Maximilian gave up too readily, when steady persistence might have won in the end. The Venetian statesman Quirinil thus describes such a phase of his character:
" He had an excellent intelligence and is cleverer than any of his advisers in finding many expedients for every need. But however many he may discover, he does not know how to carry out any of them, and so he is as lacking in the power of execution, as he is ready in the power of invention. And although, out of two or three remedies for an evil which suggest themselves to his mind, he may choose
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